BIRTH    OF   SATYAGRAHA                               105
uncivilized government. If those powers were so used and if all of them
were deported or imprisoned, that were an honour for them rather
than they should foresake their solemn obligations and bid good-bye
to their manhood and self-respect only because they were earning a
few miserable pence or pounds. He would never be sorry for the
advice he had given them, and he also said, with reference to their
fifteen months' fight, that it was well done. This was a legislation
which no self-respecting man could accept.
It seemed to him that they had come to the parting of the ways.
The Imperial Government must hesitate if they meant to retain their
hold on the people of India through their affections and not at the
point of the bayonet. England might have to choose between India
and the colonies. It might not be today or tomorrow, but he felt the
seeds had been sown by Lord Elgin's action. It had not been possible
for him to choose soft words when he found the Asiatic Act with the
Immigration Registration Act superadded.
On December 28 Gandhi and his colleagues attended the court.
They were asked whether they held duly issued registration certi-
ficates and upon receiving replies in the negative, they were all
promptly arrested and charged in that they were in the Transvaal
without a registration certificate issued under the act.
"M. K. Gandhi, Attorney, Barrister-at-law of the Inner Temple,
Hon. Secretary of the British Indian Association of the Transvaal,
was the first of the accused to be dealt with.
Superintendent Vernon said that the accused was an Asiatic over
sixteen years of age, resident in the Transvaal. That morning he
called on Gandhi to produce his registration certificate, but the latter
failed to do so and said he had not got one.
Gandhi asked no questions but went into the witness-box prepared
to make a statement. He wished to say why he had not submitted to
the Registration Act.
Mr. Jordan (magistrate): I don't think, that has anything to do
with it. The law is there, and you have disobeyed it. I don't want
any political speeches made.
Gandhi: I don't want to make any political speeches.
Jordan: The question is, have you registered or not? If you have
not registered, there is an end of the case. If you have any explanation
to offer as regards the order I am going to make, that is another
story. There is the law, which has been passed by the Transvaal